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“When a crisis occurs, each decision made, each 

additional minute spent on an issue, directly impacts the 

way affected populations will receive and benefit from 

much needed aid and relief, sometimes to the point of 

making a difference between life and death.”

UN GGIM Disasters International Forum Concept Paper



“Recent large scale events…have demonstrated the gap between the 

state of geospatial information and informed decision-making”

“To encourage the Open Data Community and government institutions to engage 

more actively with each other to align the datasets produced by volunteers with the 

official registries and nomenclatures.



Huge areas of the world have been mapped in detail…

…But lots left to do



Partnership to fill gaps in exposure data on a global scale



You can call on this global community before, during, after



HOT Tasking Manager: tasks.hotosm.org

Color-coded progress encourages volunteer crowd



Remote mapping: Aerial imagery



Remote mapping: Digitization



Remote mapping: Vector data



Hananasif, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania

January 2017



In particular, crowdsourced geodata

CROWDSOURCED Open Geodata/VGI –

Huge role in filling gaps for preparedness/DRM



Working together before disaster is best.

But crowdsourcing can also fill data gaps in hours.



DHN: Connecting formal with volunteer



HOT Disaster Activations: Massive rapid response mapping



Nepal:

Right 
people, 

right 
resources, 
right place 
right time



USAID DART 
using OSM-
based map, 
of Gorkha 
district Nepal



Quakemap.org: Used in relief ops by Nepal Army, others



OSM in action: Portoviejo, Ecuador

Photo courtesy British Red Cross



A few new things happening now



Peta Jakarta: Real-time flood info using social media



Unofficial sources complementing authoritative data sets



Researching rapid complements to PDNA:

crowdsourced damage assessments



GeoSAFE

New real-time tools with analysis-ready data for online 

analysis



Individuals have incredible (geospatial) knowledge
about the places they live. 

Let’s take advantage of this collective knowledge.

3 concrete steps



1. Engage with universities & OSM communities before disaster



Moving forward: YOUTH

•Minimapathons etc

Photo: YouthMappers at Texas Tech University



2. Collaborate with civil society / private sector on projects



OpenCitiesProject.org Data4SDGs.org



3. Locate (and contribute) openly licensed data sets



Register: summit.hotosm.org
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